
THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
In the Court of Appeals 

___________ 

APPEAL FROM COLLETON COUNTY 
Court of General Sessions 

Clifton Newman, Circuit Court Judge 

___________ 

Appellate Case No. 2023-000392 
___________ 

The State, Respondent, 

v. 

Richard Alexander Murdaugh, Appellant. 

___________ 

SUPPLEMENT TO MOTION TO SUSPEND APPEAL  
AND FOR LEAVE TO FILE MOTION FOR NEW TRIAL 

___________ 

Appellant Richard Alexander Murdaugh, pursuant to Rule 29(b) of the South Carolina 

Rules of Criminal Procedure, moved for leave to file a motion for a new trial based on after-

discovered evidence in the Court of General Sessions, and to suspend this appeal during the 

pendency of the motion.  Appellant offered a copy of the motion for a new trial, attached as Exhibit 

1 with its own exhibits labeled Exhibit A through Exhibit L, as the memorandum in support of this 

motion and documents supporting facts replied upon not contained in the Record on Appeal, as 

required by Rule 240 of the South Carolina Rules of Appellate Procedure. 

On September 12, 2023, Appellant obtained the affidavit of Timothy Stone.  Mr. Stone is 

a resident of Georgia who has a name similar to the name of Juror #785’s ex-husband.  Mr. Stone 

was the author of the “apology” Facebook post, previously submitted as Exhibit E to Exhibit 1, 

which Colleton County Clerk of Court Rebecca Hill represented was evidence Juror #785 had 
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discussed the evidence presented at trial with her ex-husband before deliberations began.  In his 

affidavit, Mr. Stone avers that he has never been married to Juror #785 and that he has never posted 

anything to the Facebook group “Walterboro Word of Mouth”.  He did post what Ms. Hill 

identified as the “apology” post by Juror #785’s ex-husband but it was posted to his personal 

Facebook page and not the “Walterboro Word of Mouth” group.  That post, and the now-deleted 

February 15, 2023, post, had nothing to do with anyone associated with this case.  The post was in 

response to a private argument about Mr. Stone’s wife’s aunt “sticking her nose in my business.”  

Mr. Stone felt “terrible” about that post and deleted it and posted an apology the next day.   

Appellant supplements his motion with this affidavit because he intends to file Mr. Stone’s 

affidavit in support of the motion for a new trial attached as Exhibit 1 to the instant motion, along 

with the affidavits previously filed. 

Respectfully submitted,  

s/ Richard A. Harpootlian 
Richard A. Harpootlian, SC Bar No. 2725 
Phillip D. Barber, SC Bar No. 103421 
RICHARD A. HARPOOTLIAN, P.A.  
1410 Laurel Street (29201) 
Post Office Box 1090  
Columbia, South Carolina 29202 
(803) 252-4848
rah@harpootlianlaw.com
pdb@harpootlianlaw.com

James M. Griffin, SC Bar No. 9995 
Margaret N. Fox, SC Bar No. 76228 
GRIFFIN HUMPHRIES, LLC 
4408 Forest Drive (29206) 
Post Office Box 999 
Columbia, South Carolina 29202 
(803) 744-0800
jgriffin@griffinhumphries.com
mfox@griffinhumphries.com

Attorneys for Richard Alexander Murdaugh 
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September 18, 2023 
Columbia, South Carolina. 




























